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Welcome to RWTH Aachen University
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RWTH Aachen University, one of the world’s top-ranking technical
universities, cordially invites you to spend part of your education
as an international student with us. Studying at our university is a
unique experience!
RWTH Aachen University is a centre of excellence in research,
providing a very high standard of education, with top students from
Germany and abroad, who enjoy the international atmosphere on
campus and in the city of Aachen.
This brochure will provide you with basic information about
planning a period of study at RWTH Aachen University. If you
would like more information, we recommend our web site www.
rwth-aachen.de, as the best source of up-to-date information.
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact us.
Your International Office
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How to Become an Exchange Student
at RWTH Aachen University
Do I qualify as an exchange student?
If you want to study at RWTH Aachen
University as an exchange student, you
have to be enrolled as a regular student
at one of our partner universities. There
are different ways a university qualifies
as a partner university: through an inter-university agreement, a faculty-tofaculty agreement, or as part of a larger
exchange scheme such as UNITECH
International. As an exchange student,
you will be able to transfer credits gained at RWTH Aachen University to
your home university, but you are not
aiming at completing a RWTH degree.
If you would like to study at RWTH as a
short term or non-degree student, even
though your university and RWTH Aachen University do not have an agreement, you can apply to RWTH Aachen
University as a free mover, for whom
the processes and procedures described
in this brochure are the same. However,
you would have to pay tuition fees and
the faculty in question must agree to
accept you as a student.
Why choose Aachen?
RWTH Aachen University is one of the
leading technical universities in Europe
with an academic staff of 2,420 (including 420 full-time professors) and
approximately 30,000 students. More
than 5,000 international students, re-
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presenting over 130 different countries,
are currently enrolled at the university.
The specific strength of our university’s
departments is the combination of education and advanced research. Advanced students and graduates are provided with numerous opportunities to
pursue project and thesis work within
the framework of ongoing research activities.
Aachen is a medium-sized city of
250,000 residents, whose life is also
marked by the city’s unique geographical location. In Germany’s westernmost
city, the borders between Germany,
Belgium, and the Netherlands are only
a few kilometres away from the city
centre.
The attractions of living in this triangle of nations include a colourful mix of
languages as well as short distances
to cities such as Maastricht, Cologne,
Düsseldorf, Brussels, and Amsterdam.
Aachen is an ancient spa city, whose
hot springs have been valued for their
curative properties from Roman times
up to the present day. Over the past
decades, Aachen has been marked by
a fast development in the high-tech
sector. These developments have also
brought a youthful, urbane, and metropolitan flair to Aachen, with a lively
club scene, modern sports facilities and
many arts and cultural programmes.

Different types of exchange programme: Course work vs. thesis work
There are two basic types of international exchange students:
1) those who conduct project or thesis
research only and
2) those who attend taught courses
and sit examinations, perhaps combined with integrated research work.
The procedure of planning a study
period at RWTH Aachen University
depends on the type of exchange program envisaged.
1) Project and thesis work
If you would like to pursue project or
thesis work, this means solving a scientific task in the framework of a larger research project. The duration of
such work varies between two and six
months, and you will need a work place
in a laboratory or an office as well as
guidance and scientific feedback, which
is to be provided by your supervisor.
At RWTH Aachen University, it is the
professor who decides on research topics to be pursued at his or her department and who selects the students and
graduates (German or non-German)
who are accepted in his or her research
groups. Due to his or her function as
manager (and fundraiser) of the department, a German professor is rarely

available for appointments with students, and often does not have the time
to answer all e-mails. Students should
therefore refer to the department’s assistant professors or senior lecturers. In
the faculties of engineering, it is usually the chief engineer (Oberingenieur)
of the department who is authorised
to make decisions on behalf of the
professor. Larger departments usually
have various research groups headed
by senior staff who take on responsibilities comparable to those of a chief
engineer.
If you are an exchange student intending to undertake project or thesis work
at an RWTH department, you first must
get the approval from the respective
authority. A letter of recommendation
or a specific request directly addressed
to the respective RWTH professor by a
staff member of your home university
should be extremely helpful. We at the
International Office can help you find
the right contact person.
If you want to receive credit for the project work conducted at RWTH Aachen
University, your academic supervisor at
your home university must agree that
your successfully completed project at
RWTH is fully recognised at your home
university.
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2) Taught courses and examinations
Most of the exchange students coming
to Aachen will participate in our regular
course program, take exams, and receive credit for the courses attended. Only
a few of our partner universities have
set up specific curricular or framework
regulations prescribing a study plan
or study options for their exchange
students at RWTH Aachen University.
Usually, visiting students have to put
together their curricula individually. The
German system of higher education is
characterised by a high level of independence on the part of the student.
RWTH Aachen University is a fairly large university, and the amount of guidance and supervision provided might
be different from that of your home
university.
Especially the engineering curricula
of RWTH Aachen University offer so
many different options that the individual student is hardly able to design
his or her study plan (curriculum) without competent advice. In particular,
curricula of exchange students need
careful planning and usually have to
be created by taking into account both
the credit demand of your home university and the course options offered
by RWTH Aachen University. Most of
the RWTH departments publish study
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guides (Studienführer) which describe
the usual curriculum for RWTH degree
students. RWTH’s course catalogue or
the “Campus” online system provide
a complete list of RWTH lecturers and
courses as well as course summaries.
You can find Campus at www.campus.
rwth-aachen.de.
Student advisors (Studienberater) in
each faculty or exchange coordinators are helpful persons of contact for
discussing your study plans, as they
prepare the decisions regarding the recognition of previous studies, specific
curricula arrangements for international
students and international credit transfer processes. Thus they are the main
contact persons for international staff
and students who are seeking advice
in curricular and examination matters.
We strongly advise you to get in touch
with the respective faculty in order to
get full and competent advice and information.
For further information about the
contact
of
the
departmental
coordinator
please
ask
at
international@rwth-aachen.de.

How to apply and plan your stay
Choosing classes /Academic year

German language qualification

RWTH Aachen University’s academic
year is divided into two semesters: the
winter semester lasts from October to
March, the summer semester from April to September. The lecture period (i.e.
the time classes are held) varies each
year but is approximately from October
15th to February 15th for the winter
semester and April 15th to July 15th for
the summer semester.

German is the primary language of instruction at RWTH Aachen University
except for a few special courses (although the majority of RWTH professors and staff speak English). Whereas
international degree students are obliged to pass a high level language test
prior to enrolment, exchange students
may be exempt from this prerequisite
due to special institutional agreements.
Nevertheless, you should have sufficient command of the German language when entering your programme at
RWTH Aachen University.

Due to the organisation of the German
academic year, starting your classes in
the winter term is preferable to starting
in the summer term. Project and thesis
work is basically possible at any time of
the year.

Academic Year
mid-July Deadline for Applications
mid-Oct
9 Weeks of Lectures
Christmas break
mid-Feb
6 Weeks of Lectures
Spring Lecture Break:
Examinations, Industrial Internship, Project Work
mid-April
6 Weeks of Lectures
Excursion Week
mid-July
6 Weeks of Lectures
Summer Lecture Break:
Examinations, Industrial Internship, Projekt Work

Winter Semester

Summer Semester
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Exchange students who only undertake
project work (and do not visit taught
courses) might be permitted to write
their report or thesis in English. Whether or not your are permitted to do so
should be clarified with your supervising
professor at RWTH Aachen University
before your arrival in Aachen. But even
if you are allowed to write your thesis in
English, you will need to speak and understand German to succeed and feel
at home in the academic environment
and in the city of Aachen.
As a rule of thumb, you should be able
to follow lectures and take exams if you
have had more than 1,000 hours of instruction in German (corresponding to
level B1 in the European Framework
of Reference). In order to improve the
German language once students have
arrived, the Language Center of RWTH
Aachen University offers German language courses to incoming exchange
students. There are two different types
of courses: a course “German as a foreign language” which is offered during
the semester and the 4-week intensive
German language course (EURO language course) offered prior to each winter
semester in September.
EURO intensive German language
course (4 ECTS)
The Language Center organizes an intensive German language course for in-
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coming exchange students starting their
exchange period in the winter term. This
4-week brush-up course is designed especially for exchange students and costs
100,00 Euros, excluding costs of living
and accommodation. The fee contains
the course materials as well as all costs
for excursions. Requirements to enter
this course are a minimum level of A2
in the European framework (the course
starts from level B1 only) and your acceptance to RWTH Aachen University
as an exchange student or free mover.
Applications for this course must be
directed to the International Office. A
valid application consists of the “confirmation of participation” (to be found
at www.international.rwth-aachen.de/
go/id/ton) and the German language
certificate of at least A2 level. Incomplete applications will not be considered.
•

Duration of the course: Beginning
of September until beginning of
October

•

Placement Test: There will be a
compulsory placement test before the course starts. This test
is necessary in order to ensure
that all participants meet the language requirements. Successful
participants will then be divided
into groups regarding their levels.
It is not possible to join the course

without taking the placement test!

Your application

•

Final test: at the end of the course students must participate in the
final exam. A language certificate
may only be issued after passing
the test successfully.

•

Deadline for applications: End of
June

In order to apply, you must fill in the
registration form for exchange students
(http://www.rwth-aachen.de/go/id/
ces/). Other forms of application or
registration will not be accepted. Please
submit a fully completed and legible
registration form with personal data,
envisaged educational programme (including participation in the language
course) at RWTH Aachen University,
details of your previous education (courses and exams already taken), signature
of your academic sponsor or supervisor
and a statement on your language proficiency. After receiving your complete
application, the International Office will
check it carefully and forward it to the
corresponding department at RWTH
Aachen University. The decision about
the acceptance of the applicant lies in
the responsibility of the departmental
coordinators or, in the case of project
work, of the academic supervisor.

Please note
If you do not take the placement test (for
example because you arrive after that date)
you may not participate in the German language course!
RWTH Aachen University does not offer any
EURO intensive German language course
on beginner’s level! If a student does not
meet the language requirements or does
not pass the placement test, no alternative
language course can be provided!

Courses during the semester
During the semester German courses
are offered by the Language Center
to any international exchange student
interested in improving their German
language knowledge. They are charged
a fee of 50,00 Euros for 2-hour weekly courses and 100,00 Euros for 4-hour
weekly courses. You can find more information on the courses and how to
apply at www.sz.rwth-aachen.de.

If academic supervision is secured (as
evidenced by the signature of both academic supervisors) or, in case of participation in taught courses and exams,
your intended curriculum (learning agreement) is approved by the receiving
RWTH department, the International
Office will send you a letter of admission with details on how to proceed.
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How to prepare for your stay
Recommended Reading

Housing

For those interested in more detailed
information about Germany, we recommend to visit the German Academic
Exchange Service’s website at: www.
daad.de/deutschland/index.de.html

Dorms in Aachen are administered by
the Student Services Organisation (Studentenwerk). You can apply for housing online at www.studentenwerkaachen.de/wohnen/download/Auftrag_
zur_Wohnungsvermittlung.pdf
(this
information is also given in the registration form). Please note that rooms
are in short supply and reservations will
be made on a first come, first served
basis.

Costs and funding
Exchange students who come under
the framework of a bilateral agreement
granting a tuition waiver are exempt from tuition fees, which is the case
for most exchange students. All RWTH
students – including exchange students
– have to pay about 220.00 euros per
semester covering the social insurance
contribution (Sozialbeitrag) and free
public transport in and around Aachen.
This compulsory fee is not a tuition
fee.
The major cost factors for exchange
students will be food and accommodation. We estimate costs of living
(including food, rent and books) to be
approximately 750 Euros per month.
Exchange students might make use of
scholarships or funding support provided by ERASMUS, DAAD, national institutions and organisations or private
sponsors. Most partner universities of
RWTH Aachen University offer financial aid of some kind to their outgoing
exchange students.
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If you book accommodation in a hall of
residence, you will be invoiced upon arrival and are required to pay for accommodation at the Studentenwerk during
your first day at RWTH Aachen University. The rent depends on the hall of
residence (ranging from older buildings
to new buildings of higher standard );
the average rent ranges from 150 to
300 euros per month (single room, all
meals excluded). The accommodation
comprises a standard single room with a
single bed, wardrobe, desk, and lamp.
Some students prefer to live in a rented
accommodation in the local area. There
is a good amount of accommodation
available within a convenient distance
of RWTH Aachen University. The average rent in private accommodation
is about 250.00 to 350.00 euros per
month. Upon request, the International

Office can provide you with addresses
of private landladies/landlords in and
around Aachen.
Insurances
Health insurance
Students are obliged to take out health
insurance. EU-nationals will have to
confirm their membership in their home
health insurance by presenting an international health insurance card or form E
128. If you do not have a national health insurance, you will need to takeout
a health insurance contract in Aachen,
which is available at relatively low cost
for fully enrolled students under the
age of 30. Students older than 30 will
have to take out health insurance with
one of the more expensive private insurance companies.
Personal liability insurance
In addition to your health insurance, a
personal liability insurance is strongly
recommended. Personal liability insurance provides compensation for a
third party in case of an accident caused
by the student. Please visit www.rwthaachen.de/go/id/ckw/ for more information on insurances.
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Where to find more information
If you have any questions, please visit our website at
www.international.rwth-aachen.de
or get in touch with us at:
RWTH International Office
Templergraben 57
52062 Aachen
Tel: +49 241 80 90660
Fax: +49 241 80 92662
international@rwth-aachen.de
Tourist information on Aachen
(Verkehrsverein Bad Aachen)
Elisenbrunnen
D-52062 Aachen, Germany
Phone +49 241 180 29 60
www.aachen.de

14

15

www.international.rwth-aachen.de

